Book reviews
The Pediatric Patient 1965 edited by Sarah R Gustafson PhD and David Baird Coursin MD FAAP pp 216 illustrated 50s Philadelphia & Montreal: JBLippincott 1965 London: Pitman Medical This book is the third of a series of annual reviews of advances in pwediatrics. The policy is to open with a section devoted to a basic area of biological science and this year the subject is 'The New Immunology'. This is followed by chapters on Allergy, The Newborn, Hormonal Disorders, New Syndromes, Vision, Adolescence, and 'Miscellany in brief'.
The editors seem to have the American pwdiatric practitioner as their chief target and, although the volume naturally contains a good deal of interesting material, it cannot be recommended for general reading in this country, as much of the subject matter is badly organized and uncritically presented. One difficulty with this kind of book is that the reader cannot determine who actually wrote it; the quality is uneven and some parts seem to have been compiled by condensing a series of reviews and congress exhibits. The National Fund for Research into Poliomyelitis & Other Crippling Diseases is to be congratulated for organizing this symposium on spina bifida. The subject is comprehensively covered from embryology and genetics on the one hand to general and social aspects on the other. The papers are the authoritative opinions of those with considerable experience and interest in this condition and the symposium should be studied by all who by force of circumstances or by inclination must tackle this problem.
The argument as to whether babies born with spina bifida should be subjected to early surgery is well illustrated. The proponents of early operation seem in general to have more support and have certainly produced more evidence in favour of their view; those against continue to argue that this view is ethically unsound but seem unable to find any reliable facts upon which to base their feelings.
There are two omissions which deserve mention. A senior representative from the Ministry of Health was present but it was disappointing to find no contribution from him describing the Ministry's attitude towards this problem and the plans that it has for coping with it. Secondly, there was no mention of the great advantages for both patients and clinicians in the organization of combined clinics attended by peediatrician, pvdiatric surgeon, neurosurgeon and orthopedic surgeon. Such clinics save much time and are not unwieldy.
As is pointed out in the symposium, there is still a great deal to learn about spina bifida. A second symposium involving psychiatrists, sociologists and educational psychologists is urgently required.
JOHN E S SCOTT

Speech Disorders
Aphasia, Apraxia and Agnosia by Lord Brain DM FRCP FRS 2nd ed pp 201 47s 6d London: Butterworths 1965 In the second edition of his monograph upon speech disorders, Lord Brain has added a good deal of new material, incorporating some recent publications dealing with aphasia, problems of cerebral dominance, and disorders in the acquisition of language in childhood. The text is beautifully written and reads easily and convincingly. But in the house of higher nervous function there are many mansions, and it is not feasible that any single author could conceivably satisfy the diverse opinions of modern aphasiologists, who, stiff-necked individualists as they are, even among themselves are not altogether in harmony. Brain's contribution represents a most eloquent current exposition of these difficult problems along conformist and traditional lines and it is a volume which will appeal to the general physician as well as to most neurologists.
MACDONALD CRITCHLEY
Neurogenic Hypertension by C J Dickinson DM pp xiii+274 illustrated 52s 6d Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1965 This book is based on the following teleological argument: (1) The supply of blood to the brain is vital.
(2) The baroceptors, being extracranial, are unsuited for maintaining cerebral blood flow. (3) There must be intracranial pressor receptors and a mechanism by which they can control blood pressure. (4) Disturbances of this mechanism are the basis of essential hypertension.
